The diversity of approaches to the prevention of infection in abdominal surgery is a familiar theme in the correspondence columns of medical journals. The above book, which reports the proceedings of a recent symposium on this topic, whilst accurately reflecting such disparate views, also provides a useful scientific blackcloth to the subject. This emerges in the form of fourteen papers, most of which include the results of original work in this field. With the general agreement that the most frequently encountered infections are due to endogenous organisms acting as opportunists, there is consideration of those factors which promote such infections, e.g. operation site, haemostasis, tissue trauma, poor perfusion, foreign bodies and microorganisms. The rationale of mechanical bowel preparation is considered, together with the results of different approaches to this problem. In further studies the use of local antiseptics and antibiotics is described and also short or long term chemoprophylaxis. with single or multiple agents. In addition to general reference throughout the text to complications of antimicrobial therapy. there is a useful chapter dealing specifically with antibiotic-associated colitis.
This small, well produced volume, which is of general interest, also provides a useful update on bacteriology for surgeons and on surgical practice for microbiologists. I would recommend it to both groupS, even though some may find the price a little daunting. There is little to criticize editorially, although I would presume that the 18th cranial nerve (page 62) will be renumbered in the next edition.
II R INGHAM

Consultant Microbiologist Newcastle General Hospital
Pharmacokinetics: an Introduction This is a very readable translation of the second German edition. Several unfamiliar, but potentially valuable, terms of German origin are used in the text. One example is the use of 'invasion' to describe a particular facet of drug distribution. The book has ten sections with just 26 references to other published papers or textbooks on pharmacokinetics. The first five sections are a useful introduction to some of the basic theoretical concepts of pharmacokinetics including volume of distribution, elimination, compartmental models and the conditions for steady state. A short section on pharmacokinetics in relation to treatment is followed by an interesting and more detailed section on the gastrointestinal absorption of drugs. The review of factors which may inlluence drug distribution and elimination in section eight is too short to be of practical value. The last two sections cover the use of analogue computers and some practical applications of pharmacokinetic methods. Inclusion of the section on analogue computers seems misplaced in this short book. Although concise, there may still be too many formulae for some readers but yet insufficient detail for those wishing to utilize pharmacokinetic techniques. Several textbooks are available which cover both the theory and practice of pharmacokinetics and so it is difficult to envisage the precise readership of this book. The relationship between reproduction and immunology has. from a clinical viewpoint, been felt rather than seen. With the sole exception of blood group isoimmunization, the immense body of research work over the past two decades has not yielded a single result which had led to a general change in clinical practice. This book, which would have benefited from a general introductory chapter, provides a fairly detailed and up-to-date review of what has actually happened in this area. The first three chapters concern sperm immunology and infertility: a subject which, after many false starts, is at least gaining some credence. Subsequent chapters deal with pre-eclampsia (the archetype of a 'disease of theories'), with autoimmune diseases in pregnancy, with rhesus isoimmunization (a dying condition), and with immunological approaches to contraception (a subject much beloved by international organizations, and which flourishes despite the fact that it should be dying).
Overall, this book is a useful addition to a useful series. It should find a place in the library of any department dealing with clinical aspects of reproduction in the human. This book provides the essentials of child psychiatry in a form that is clear, remarkably free from jargon and enlivened by good case histories. Based on lectures for Australian undergraduates and family doctors, it is straightforward both in its English and its argument and makes a very good introduction to a subject that has been too often muddied and muddled, JOliN APLBY
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